
ACDE PhD Seminars, Semester One 2020
The Economics PhD seminar series brings together the entire Arndt-Corden Department
of Economics and is a central part of the Economics PhD program at the Crawford School.
The series serves two main purposes: (a) it provides a forum for Economics PhD students
to receive feedback on their work from other students and academics; and (b) it is the
primary opportunity for students to hone seminar skills. Key details follow.

1. When? 11am–12pm Fridays (see schedule or Crawford Events for locations).

2. Who? All ACDE students and academics are encouraged to attend all student sem-
inars, regardless of topic or whether an advisor. Seminars are publicly advertised.

3. Why? Each student is expected to give around three seminars during their PhD
candidature, after completing coursework. Thefirst is typically a first research paper
or proposal. The second and third are typically papers. The third might also provide
an overview of the entire thesis or serve as a practice job talk. The series is suitable
for Thesis Proposal Reviews (which must, without exception, be completed within
18 months) or final Oral Presentations to meet ANU’s research student milestones
(i.e., at least two presentations are required).

4. Seminar format. Presentation are 30 minutes, followed by a 5 minute discussion
by a another Economics PhD student and a 25 minute Q+A. Presenters should not
aim to speak for the full 30 minutes, as presentations are interactive after the first
five minutes (during which we have a moratorium on questions). It is OK to finish
a little early, much better than rushing or not finishing on time. The Q+A begins
with a couple of questions from students.

5. Discussant. Each student should be a discussant around three times during their
Economics PhD, potentially once before completing coursework. Discussants may
prepare a maximum of 5 slides to aid in discussing the paper.

6. Audience questions. Please raise your hand to indicate that you wish to comment
or ask a question, and the presenter or chair will invite the contribution. Seminar
time is a scarce resource, so comments should be short, helpful (i.e., any criticism
or concern should come with a suggestion where possible), and focused on helping
to make papers publishable in top economics journals. Presenters do not need to
respond to all comments and questions received during the seminar.

7. Prior to booking a seminar, students should confirm with their supervisor that
their paper is ready to be read by others and presented, and also check that panel
members can attend on the nominated dates.
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1NTP4LsBLcM9MLZvQqptgL_uJe_d_xEY1hVNjAPhRVLQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://acde.crawford.anu.edu.au/news-events/events/phd-seminar-econ
https://acde.crawford.anu.edu.au/people/phd
https://acde.crawford.anu.edu.au/people/academic
https://www.anu.edu.au/students/program-administration/program-management/research-student-milestones


8. Complete this online form to request a seminar booking. Bookings should be
requested at least one month before the proposed date. The form requires:

(a) presenter name
(b) paper title
(c) complete PDF paper attached
(d) abstract of no more than 100 words
(e) discussant name (presenters find their own discussants)
(f) panel member names
(g) up to 3 potential dates (minimum 2; see the schedule for availability)

9. If the paper to be presented is revised after booking, students can email the
revised draft before COB Friday before the talk and the updated version will be
attached to the seminar email (otherwise, the submitted paper will be attached). The
version we have on Wednesday at 9am will be the one printed. Presenters should
ensure discussants have the latest draft at least two weeks before the seminar.

10. Presenting students are strongly encouraged to “buddy-up”with another stu-
dent before their talks, where buddies write down all the questions and comments
so the speaker is free to focus on their presentation and process all the feedback
later.

11. Comprehensive tips for your seminar and being a discussant are collected
here. Students are strongly advised to follow these best practices. In particular,
please at least make sure, as the seminar speaker, that you:

(a) Have no more slides than you do minutes to speak, i.e. 30.
(b) Do not use tables and text when a figure is possible, do not use small fonts,

and do not fill slides with only text.
(c) Do not get through your first 5 minutes without telling us the question and

how you will answer it. Try to do this on your first or second slide.
(d) For applied empirical papers where you are estimating a causal relationship

(i.e., most papers), you should be clear on the economic idea/theory (doesn’t
need to be a formal theory) you are testing, research design and identification
assumptions, and evidence marshaled to support the assumptions.

Last updated: January 14, 2020, by Ryan Edwards
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdX0HB7U97l8HmiJuCV8pid6xMNmtMsYw4iKVHjPBlQPcPpIQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1NTP4LsBLcM9MLZvQqptgL_uJe_d_xEY1hVNjAPhRVLQ/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:ryan.edwards@anu.edu.au
http://www.ryanbedwards.com/resources

