
ACDE PhD Seminars
The Economics PhD seminar series brings together the entire Arndt-Corden Department
of Economics and is a central part of our Economics PhD program. The seminar series
serves two main purposes: (a) it provides a forum for Economics PhD students to receive
detailed feedback and guidance on their work from other students and academics, includ-
ing those in other fields of economics; and (b) it is the primary opportunity for students
to hone seminar presentation, management, and delivery skills for their post-PhD career,
including the job market. Key details follow.

1. When: 9.30–11am Friday (see the Crawford Events page for locations).

2. Who: all ACDE students and academics should aim to attend student seminars.

3. Each student should typically give three research seminars during their PhD can-
didature, after completing their coursework. The first will typically be a first paper
or research proposal. The second and third will typically be research papers. The
third might also provide an overview of the entire thesis, or serve as a practice job
talk. The series is suitable for Thesis Proposal Reviews or final Oral Presentations
to meet ANU’s research student milestones.

4. The standard presentation is 40 minutes, followed by a 5–10 minute discussion by
a nominated discussant (another Economics PhD student) and Q+A. Presentations
are interactive, with clarifying and substantive questions encouraged throughout.

5. Each student should serve as a discussant around three times during their Eco-
nomics PhD, potentially once before completing coursework. Discussants may pre-
pare a maximum of 5—10 slides to aid in discussing the paper.

6. Prior to booking a seminar, students should confirm with their supervisor that their
paper is ready to be read by others and presented. Students should also confirm that
their panel members will be able to attend on the nominated date.

7. To book a seminar, email ryan.edwards@anu.edu.au at least one month before the
proposed date, attaching a paper and proposing a date. Requests for seminar slots
without papers attached will not be considered. An abstract of around 100 words is
needed for posting on the web. Please see the list of already-booked seminars.

8. Students should provide the name of their discussant at least two weeks in advance
of their seminar and email through a final version of the seminar paper by 9am on
the day before the seminar (for printing). Discussants should be provided with a
draft paper for review at least two weeks before the seminar.

9. Presenting students are strongly encouraged to “buddy-up” with another student
before their talks, where buddies write down all the questions and comments so the
speaker is free to focus on their presentation and process all the feedback later.

10. Tips for your seminar and being a discussant are collected here.
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